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@® Patches of Forest, Grassland and Shrubland, and Wetlands

What Is This Indicator, and Why Is
It Important? Thisindicator reports how much of

“Natural” Area in Patches of Different Sizes (nationally)

the “natural” area within urban and suburban lands is in 100 B Lessthan 10
. . “w acres
patches of varying size, from less than 10 acres to greater S g0
] s Il 10+to 100 acres
than 10,000 acres. Natural areas include forests, grasslands . N 100 to 1,000
and shrublands (including most pasturelands—especially S i  acres
. ©
in the west), and wetlands. z B 1,000 to 10,000
. . = 40 acres
Smaller patches of natural habitat generally provide <
. . . . 5 Il Greater than
lower-quality habitat for plants and animals (although this ¢ 20 ) 10,000 acres
is not necessarily true for wetlands) and provide less o N\ DS
solitude and fewer recreational opportunities for people. 1992 Future

Smaller patches of habitat favor common, human-tolerant Data Source: Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics (MRLC) Consortium, USGS
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species like squirrels, white-tailed deer, starlings, and

sparrows, over less common species that require larger
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areas, such as some birds (pileated woodpeckers, broad-
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What Do the Data Show? About half of all 5 acres
natural lands in urban and suburban areas are in patches i=[ ;'cf:g? to 10,000
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natural areas are found in larger patches, so that, = 10,000 acres
nationally, less than 5% of the total is found in patches O Northeast  South  Midwest  West
of 1,000 acres or more. The Northeast has a higher Data Source: Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics (MRLC) Consortium, USGS
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percentage of large “natural” patches (100 to less than J

1,000 acres and 1,000 to less than 10,000 acres) than the other regions, while very large patches (greater than 10,000
acres) are found only in the West; these patches account for 0.3% of all natural lands in urban and suburban areas.

Discussion Inaddition to size (shown here), the quality of habitat and recreational value of natural areas is
influenced by other factors, such as the shape of patches and how isolated they are from other natural areas.

The technical note for this indicator is on page 266.
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