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Source of Fresh Water Withdrawals What Is This Indicator, and Why Is
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Data Source: U.S. Geological Survey. Coverage: all 50 states and U.S. territories.
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Freshwater Withdrawals by Use What Do the Data Show? Groundwater

and surface water withdrawals increased from 1960 to
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Demand for municipal and rural use has grown steadily
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Data Source: U.S. Geological Survey. Coverage: all 50 states and U.S. territories. inereasing more rap1dly.
Discussion For most categories of use, very little water is actually consumed—that is, most of the water
withdrawn is returned to the environment for subsequent use by others, although its quality may be lower than
when it was initially withdrawn, reducing its suitability for some uses. So, for example, most of the water
withdrawn to cool an electric power plant is returned to the river for use downstream for irrigation, municipal
water supply, and so on.

The technical note for this indicator is on page 254.
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